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Shafiites,1 the attribute need not be " effective/' but it is
sufficient if it occurs to one's mind that it is the one
needed. However, in this case, as a matter of precaution
one should also refer to the sources (usul), in order to make
sure that no contradiction to them has been incurred. On
the other hand, some Shafiites said that this reference to
the sources is to be made first, and if the attribute used as
causal is found to contradict no principle of the sources, it
is considered as the cause.

The Hanifites, by saying that the attribute must be
"effective," mean that in the Koran, the sunnah or the
ijmaf this very attribute or another of the same genus
(jins), should have been indicated as an " effective " cause
for the very value (hukm) in question or another value of
the same genus.2 By genus, here is meant the proximate
genus (fins garth).

The doctors have distinguished four types of " effective-
ness" (ta'thlr) :*

(i) The very same attribute has been indicated in the
sources as " effective" cause for the very same value.
This almost amounts to an application of the original pre-
scription, since the only difference between the two cases
is that the attribute in one case qualifies one object, and in
the other case another object. It is no wonder, therefore,
that this kind of qiyas is often accepted by its very oppo-
nents. An example of this qiyas is the following: if it has
been established that the cause of the prohibition of usury
as regards dates is their being measured by volume (kayl),
then without any doubt plaster would be like dates; and if,
on the other hand, the cause is their being a foodstuff, then

1 Pazdawi, p. 1074.

2 Shawkani, p. 203.

3 Tawdlh, p. 478; Kashf, p. 1073.